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The Early History of
Methodism in Ceylon:

{ Taken from the records kept at Vembadi)

The men and women who went out from the
large Christian family in Jerusalem, carried with
them the colonizing spirit, and planted the earliest

: Chutches in the earliest Christian homes, It was
{ this same apostolic force, which made the early

Methodists snch brave and beneficial soldiers in their
Master’s cause. ‘Their Mission to the oriental world
was only one of many similar enterprizes under-
taken by our fathers in Britain. The Missionaries
who came to India and Ceylon, did not feel banished
from home ; they were still members of that brother-
hood which had ties and interests reaching beyond
* the valley of the shadow of death ™.

“Thus for two generations have the warm
bearted sons and daughters of Western homes come
to build the Christian home amid the Juxuriance and
loveliness of Eastern lands. The Church in the
house proceeded and provided the Church in the
world. And we are looking forward to.a time when
a Ceylonese Conference will send its greetings to
the ancient parent in Britain, by Oriental Presbyters,
who rule over strong and general Churches in these

. . v ll’ m
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glowing and fruitful fiedds.””) "What our fore fathers

said in fifty-two is almost come to pass today.

Five pineer Methodist Missionaries *sailed out
of Bombay Harbour on June 20, 1814, under thel
care of Captain Mitchell ” in the *Earl Spencer
and “arrived at Point-de-Galle, after a voyage of
our Methodist

nine days’” 29th June is thus
anniversary in Ceylon. That day is regarded and

observed throughout Ceylon, as z holy-day andg

holiday in every Methodist Mission School and
College, as a festival in every Methodist home in the

island and as a general thanks-giving day in all our]

Churches.
The youngest of the band, was Thomas Hall

Sqance, who lived to be the oldest survivor of tha}

company. Ior 54 years after that day when he

sprang from the boat on to the Galle jetty, Thomas|

Sqnan‘ce lived to tell the story of that wondrous
guidance and aid received in this Ceylonese Mission.

James Liynch and Benjamin Clough came ashore in |

that boat and were astonished to find themselves
warmly welcomed by the Master Attendant, W. C,
Gibson Esq. not as strangers, or adventurers, but

they pass through the old gate way of 1668 up tof

the largest house of Galle Fort. Soon after their
arrival at King’s House, the Missionaries were
introduced to the Right Honourable Lord Moles-
worth, Commandant of the Galle Garrison, who still

»

1

w
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further surprised these rejoicing pineers of the cross, .
by his quiet remark. “This is all in answer to
prayer ", 'What could it all mean ? The meaning
was very simple, a repetition of apostolic history.
He who directed Peter to Cornelius the centurion i

| response to his pleadings for light and blessings, had
sent these Missionaries to Lanka, and thus honoured

the faith of this noble believer.

William Ault, &f Macclesfield, England and
George Erskine, from Ireland, came from the ship
in another boat, which drifted into a current, while
waiting for letters, and was carried to the open sea,
all the night running southward in spite of the

earnest toil of the brave strong boatmen, who tried
| in vain to bring their passengers to the shore South-
ward they floated seventeen miles in the darkness,
and in the middle/ of the night, they came into the
Harbour of Belligama. “ About half past two in the
morning they landed, and the” boatmen conducted
them to the house of Mr. Kunemann “ the magistrate,
who cheerfully rose, and rendered them every
 assistance .’ Soon after they had breakfasted, the
palankeens and servants sent {from Galle by
Lord Molesworth, arrived ; ¢ and about five o'clock
"in the afternoon they arrived in safety “at Galle;
soon forgetting their sufferings and perils, in the
blessedness of their fellowship. Thus the experience
of the old book was repeated, * so He bringeth them
unto their desired haven”’.
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Where did these Methodist Missionaries reside
General Sir Robert ' Brownrigg, the Governo
of Ceylon, had directed *““that the Governmen
House in the Fort of Galle should be prepared fo
their reception ; ” and as his guests, they assembled
there to consider their future toil. Six months ha
passed since they left Portsmouth on the last da
of the old year; their hearts had been welded b
daily supplication at the throne of grace ; they were
in the presence of that oriental faith, which count
and claims the millions of Eastern races; the stamp
they placed on this Mission would probably remain .
thete, long afttr their day of labour had ended, they
;v_er.e axgeddand stilled by the very nearness of their
tvine Guide, whose marvellon i '
thus far 7 led them forth'bj: t]fe agiggf&:;fe tiilxi,i
they might go to a city of habitation. * !

On Sunday July 3rd, 1814, their first Eastern
Service was held in the Dutch Church and the
sermon delivered by Thomas Hall Squance that
morning attracted to the crossa young man of Swiss §
descent who joined the Mission as its frst minister
of Ceylon and from July 1814, nntill Good F rida.y,h
1862, William Alexander Lalmon had a name and

_ aplace in this Mission. Step by step the Lord
* showed His servants their way ; and in every point
they at once accepted the divine cogfmand.

_ When the Sunday came again, they had service
* in the old Church largely attended by the residents, §

is the ancient record of the transaction.

5

of all ranks and all races. The next day is one of
the historic dates of our Ceylonese Mission and this

On the morning of Monday . July 11, they held
a consultation on the affairs of the Mission, and
after mature deliberation they came to a determina-
tion, to separate to Jaffna and Batticaloa on the one
hand, for the” Tamil country; and to ‘Galle and
Matara on the other for the Sinhalese”

They agreed to choose their stations by ballot
and this was the result. Benjamin Clough remained
at Galle, George Erskine was chosen for Matara;
William Anlt for Batticaloa; James Linch and
Thomas Hall Squance for Jaffna. Before they
finally separated, these true disciples of Jesus
resolved upon celebrating the Lord’s Supper, and
the morning of separation was the time appointed
for this impressive and farewell service, on Thursday
the 14th July, 1814,

We must add one sentence more, as to the
true martial spirit with which these soldiers of Christ
acted. * On Friday July the eighth, their attention
was directed to certain places as eligible for mission-
ary stations. ,On Monday July eleventh, they fixed
their appointments and Thursday the fourteenth?
commenced their journeys to their stations.” At
the end of February 1815. William Martin Harward
and his wife arrived at Galle, were appointed to

- - prtr e 7 R T ey, ey £}




Colombo and started without delay for their duties
in the capital. ‘ -

More than two generations of human life have
passed away, since these arrangements were made
by Missionary fathers, but our experience have
confirmed the wisdom of their policy. Each of
these earliest centres has become a diffuser of untold
blessings to the races and families there residing;
and we do not know, we never shall know, in this
life, the numbers of people who have been led to
Christ, and to heaven, by the consecrated labours
of the Wesleyan Methodist Missionaries in this
island. But each toiler can affirm as the prophet
of Uz, “My witness is in heaven and my record is
on high,” The complete registers are kept above,
where no prejudice, blights, no fear hinders, no
variance separates God’s children, None will be
missing from that roll-call, who have been faithful
unto death; *“and the Lord shall count, when He
writeth up the people, that this man was born there.”

The missionaries however, met in their annnal
presbytery as one body, coming as the tribes came
to Jerusalem for the Lord’s service. We can rest a
moment in our narrative, now, to see how these six
men had come, to join the heroic enterprise of
Bishop Coke, as he is always called by the American
Methodists. James Lynch appears first upon our
Conference Records in 1808, as a young man in

7

Ireland accepted for our mfinistry, and waiting 'for
his appointment. The mext year 1809, William
Ault in England, and James Liynch in lrelland, have
had one year of ministerial duty; while George
Erskine was then admitted into the ministerial office.
The name of William Martin Harvard comes ﬁrgt
on the minutes as appointed to the Diss Circuit
Norfolk, in 1810 Thomas Hall Squance stands on
the 1812 list, as commencing his ministry,. Whl.]e
Benjamin Clough was admitted inte the ministry 1
1813, with John McKenny and their names appear
among the missfonaries appeinted for Asia i July
next year.
A note appears in the 1813 minutes, to announce
that three missionaries were appointed for Ceylon;
one for the Cape of Good Hope; one for Island of
Java; and two were to travel with Doctor Coke,
who was officially designated * General Superintend-
ent of our Asiatic Missions. ”
The minutes of July 1815 simply appointed

each missionary, as they had agreed to their circuits
by the ballot, in 1814 ; James Lynch was the chair~
man and a regular district was recognized. But so
profound was the impression produced in Britain, by
the generous effort of Doctor Coke, and his sadden
call to heaven on the 2nd of May, from the cabin
of the ship. in the Indian Ocean, that six additional
ministers were sent “for Ceylon and the East.™
The names of this second band, were, Barnabas




Shaw, Samuel Broadbent, John Horner, Robert
Carver, Elijah Jackson and John Callaway.

On-ward still the New Mission progressed and
in 1819 the two Digtricts North and South were
formed in Ceylon which have been so continued for
70 years. Don Cornelius de Silva Wijesingha, now
enters the minutes, as the first fruits of that pineer
school opened by Benjamin Clough in Galle; and
John Anthoniez takes his place in the ranks of
Eastern Methodist preachers. Fresh names tell of
additional preachers in this prosperous field; Titas
Close, Alexander Hume, Samuel Allen, Joseph
Rbberts, Abraham Stead and Joseph Bott, with
Joseph Flecther, are this year accepted as missionar-
ies in the Eastern Missions. James Lynch was
Chairman of the Tamil District including both
Madras and the distant Bangalore. That page in
the 1819 minutes is a wonderful record of the
expansion, interest and general zeal, then shown in
our first Mission to Asia,

The first actual union of the oriental Methodist
Churches, teok place at Bangalore in July 1887 and
the trienial gathering has been held ever since, the j
latest being the one at Kandy, this year in accord-
ance with the resolution passed at Calcutta, in
January 1855.

The month of July has our golden days in
Methodist history. The conference of Great Britain

|
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always assembles in July: The first sermon in
Ceylon was preached on July 3, 1814 apd the
Bangalore mceting was on that‘ same rzlay, begu'n
63 years after. The earliest missionaties met in
July for their first conference with sach othﬁlﬁf a.nd
the first triennial meeting of the Ceylonese Mission
assembled at Kandy on July 4th 1888

' When the missionaries and ministers of our
Ceylonese Churches met in Kandy, on Wednesday
morning the fourth of July, this year they went the:re
as elected representatives from their several district
meetings. Three score years, and _fm‘xrteefx more
had passed away, since the first missionaries hafi
knelt together at the feet of their Lord to hear His
sweet inspiring message “Iam with you alway,
even unto the end of the world.” And ‘the same
gracious Master lives today, coming still to His
followers with those same gentle words of might and
promise. He was with us, all the day, and all the

way. Let ussee these chosen messengers of the
Churches, as they meet in FHis name, and for His
sake.

The History of
The Kaddaively Church

Earlier than 1821, Point Pedro and Kaddaively
were under the care of the Chairmn of the North
Ceylon District the Rev James Lynch and he was

also the Chairman for Madras and distant Bangalore
B
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For the first time in 1921 a separate Missionary
was given for the Poipt Pedro station. He was
Rev. Richard Carver. In 1823 Kaddaively had a
separate school with a teacher and 38 children. In
1823 the total number of Tamil Christians was 5
and the non-Ceylonese Christians 17 for the whole
of the Peninsula.

In 1826 the Missionary stationed at Point Pedro

* was Rev. Abraham Stead and the first assistant
Tamil minister John Philip Sanmugam was stationed
in 1827. . :

The number of Tamii Christians is 27
Dutch, Portugese ,, 44

2 1

n » English w12
. Tot21 ... 83 :

. The Point f_l-"edro Station Report of 1827 reads :
.- 1€ congregation are in general good. Many hear
Wlth' attention and it is hoped with profit. The
pu.bhc baptism of several adult who have given
ewc'lence of their befng changed in character has
excited considerable interest. Several who meet in
class appear to be growing in grace and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. »
) Sgd. A. Ftead.
Thl? littleJSociety in this place has continued
steadfastly throughout the year. ‘The numbers have
been very regular in their attendance at preaching
the class meeting and other means of Grace. Iknow
of no cases of bad conduct amongst them and I

-

" meeting by the Superintendent-of Jaffna and Point

x—wmw
11

think that they are all sincere and some of them are
growing in Grace, Our present number is 11, one
being added to the tenof last year. The new
convert is a young man a brother of .Abraham, the
first person who was baptized in Point Pedro by our

Missionaries.

Kaddaively in the Point Pedro Circuit isa
place of great importance for missionary labour,
containing a dense population. It is deemed a most
desirable location for an assistant Missionary. We
therefore beg to recommend to the Committee to
allow £ 25 towards erecting 2 house for the residence
of a native assistant Missionary.

In 1837, Point Pedro being of great importance
as the station of an.European Missionary and the
present bungalow being altogether unfit for his
residence the District beg to recommend that a
small house be erected for the purpose and thata
sum not exceeding £ 150 be allowed for its erection.

In 1844, A correspondence is laid before the

Pedro Stations respecting a formal and legal transfer
of the buildings and grounds situated at Vannar-
ponnai, Puttur and Kaddaively, partially occupied
by the Mission. It will be se2n by reference to the
correspondence that although we are authorized to
occupy the places that the tenure is not such as we
would like to have, and as a more salisfactory
possession can be obtained only from the Secretary

*
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of State, it is submitted to the Committee whetherks

; . s it 1 of the interestin
they ought not to apply o that F unctionary for the: 000 souls and altogether it is one g

purpose of obtaining it.

it is proposed to restore the Kaddaively Church, far
the roof of which timber has been contributed by
the natives.” This happened .in the year 1846.

PUTTUR & KADDAIVELY

“Tt is hoped that these two buildings will be

completed in the course of a few months after which g

the restoration of the Church at Kaddaively will be %5  This is undoubtedly one of the most desirable

commenced. ”

1#47 PUTTUR & KADDAIVELY
“These two interesting stations are now regul-

arly supplied with religious services as well as iﬁhe hoter 13 years ago by W. George but these

educational means At the latter place four youths
pffered themselves as candidates, for Christian !
paptism and it was intended to administer it fo

them at the end of the year. On the occasion when §

the youths were expected to be admitted into the

,::j?ﬁ’e_ made to include a Sabbath 2,
;.-_i.

13

#r.assistant Missionary. The population is Immense

'

B risions ot the Northern Province. I hope soon to
What Chapel was proposed to be built next® gt
year? ‘*As soon as the Puttur Church is completed§?

eropt the restoration of the old Church there,”
: %“ Mr. Williams has regularly visited the schools

. &% these two stations once a month for sornet':ime,
M558 on the arrival of the expected brother will be

»ﬁbﬁ'ﬂ, we trust, to make two visits one of which will

Sgd» PERCEVAL.

s

. 1847 Edward J. Robinson. Migister at Kaddaively.
8

ations we have asa rural region. It confains &

B olf-—sustaining population of about 15000 souls
~§ithin comparatively small limits. The old Church

#id house are in ruins. Efforls were mide to resore

B stoved  abortive although upwards of £ 51. was
*@:‘;pended on it« The people have given timbex
“for the roof of the Church and ‘Govt. exp(?cts
’_{itbat we shall speedily attempt its restoratiorr,

e

fod

. . s a i 1 than
Church an old m1n himself formerly baptlized under Kﬁ_.fv’\/e have not the means of doing more

the rule of the Dutch was appointed to oppose their
being received and considerable discussion took :
place  On the whole I judged it expedient to defer

disnppointed and one of them followed me to Point

Pedro besieging me to administer the ordinance to |

him It is to be wished that Kaddaively could have

* attempting a nominal occupition. There are

| three schools and they possess a respectable

b celative efficiency. Nothing less than the residence
the matter. The youths themselves were greatly |

of an active European will do for this parish. We
- must do all in our power to make our present means
" efficient and on our Bible Soclety engagements

~being completed the party resident at Jaffna on that




account may be transferred to Kaddaively. “The]
American Mission has gat down one of their numbersf?
at Udupiddy, the adjoining Parish. This coupledss
with the cngangement on our part with Govt, thatf;
we will occupy the place in a manner suited to the
wants of the population renders it necessary thatj
we should most earnestly endeavour to take up this}; 3
ground., On the last Sunday in November I visited i3e®

this station and preached to 2 large and attentive
congregation. 1 also administered the sacrament

of baptism to two young men and an infant Onel

of the young men had been long a candidate for

admission into the Church but his baptism was §

postponed for considerations which as they apply
not only to him but to others similarly circumstanced

and involve a principle it may not be out of plice o

to give you further information respecting the
matter. It must be understood that at the end of

last year there were at Kaddaively and Point Pedro f&
about half a dozen young men whose baptism had R
been determined on and at the time of my wvisit, at {
the time Iintended to administer the rite, but on |

the occasion, an old man connected with the
Kaddaively parish, a person hirnself under the
system of the Dutch, but who afterwards relingnished
his Christian profession and adapted ancestral faith,
opposed the baptism on the ground not of abjection
to Christianity but of the immaturity of the youths.
It was evident to my mind that the old gentleman
had been deputed by the relations “of the parties to

“5‘

15

:éi:& the performance of the c.eremony and 11;115
fily evident that the ,c%lfadldates- uncl;; t 1::1
6n, principally of W Philips ’Jml. W. Wa so1
12 ot begn fully examined on certain points sm;1
Skt of marriage which probably ina few m;)ntli
£ oblige us to exclude them from the Church.

#iiderable discussion ensued betvyeen youngl
% -‘t;son and the old man, and it ended in my refusa

¥ Eaptize the parties. There was no dolzbt_ of tlt\e
; :m%net;r of the candidates and‘ none of t}{elr sinci;l Le i}r
i;ut the positions they occupied in relatxonh ;) e
{i'j;irents and friends forbade the !1ope td a ; in}gf
xxl:o‘fi?n Sstwis;gég o consistant profession under iry
poit .

" 1p the course of discussion the old man allud:;eﬁ
rthe mode in which the youth had beex} msl:n.lc;t t;lt
d very justly denounced the rneth‘oc'l as mc?nésxssq ii 't
“with the solemn character of religious pllcla Z .d >
)Aung Watson defended the course and alln emre
samethod employed by the cultivator fto 1m§ ure
mt, as plantations for example were smoke

!

P

same fruits slightly bruised in order to advance t%;.;
~piocess. The sagacious old gentlemmm‘ro.sed‘ont'n
wSéﬁlt and in a tone and with an empha51§ mdma ‘1‘ ]%
a-felt triumph over his oppon'ent excl'aume 1'(1 o
the cultivator would let the fruit alone, 1t *\vw.ml..h nff}d
better by natural-process. Time Tl.nd. \garmtbw?.n .-
offect that which neither smoking  nor ruist hg
would accomplish half so well, and prems.ejy 1]11 t tt;
same way the young mea if allowed leisurely

|

- b iy




meditate on the claims of Christianity would mature 3 éb O
into hopeful conviction and might consistently be

;9 “Snme satisfaction. The people have doubtless
githered into the Church.”
The matter ended here. ] determined not to

fatied their eyes and found themselves surrounded
'y;-h'?great light. Yet they are frightfully few who
yield to the wishes of the parties perceiving that the
cost had not been fully counted. I mentioned ther

welcHime the Sun of Righteousness and worship the
case as supplying evidence of progress and as “fgr-the pleasures and perils of the brief recess usual

Sga;ﬁ;ttof Truth. Our schools have just separated

illustrative of the peculiar difficulties surrounding & t this time of the year. At Kaddaively the friends
the progress of Christian truth in this part of %E}'F,’cﬁé_children assembled in goodly number on the
the worll.  One of the young men baptized fetftination day, listened with wonderful attention

H

on the occasion of my recent visit was especially Fto- the addresses delivered at the close of the
examined as to hig purposes about marriage. Tt L proceédings on the advantages of good education,
appeared that he was not likely to meet with peculiar “and. the blessings of true religion. The elder youths
temptation in this particular and in many respects .bfiﬁbur schools (it were useless to mention the
his case m1y be regarded asa hopeful one. ’,[‘hef;"ét_lgl‘tlings) almost invariably admit the truth and
dependant position of native Christians, the character ¥ clnitiis of the Christian religion. But their impressions
of Hinduism of the Province and lubricosity of the F 478 far from being sufficiently powerful to ptevent
native supply occasion for careful instrospection | th&m from sacrificing their bodies and souls to
Into the circumstances of candidates for admission [ J38athenism, on the allar of matrimony. The
into the Church of Christ. Where the majority of “cotntry is being very gradually evangelized no
candidates indepeadent and did Hinduism from, on ¢ doubt- The agencies now employed may, by the
these who abandoned its profession as on the [ Divine Blessing effectuate great wonders. But after
Continent our profession, our possession wounld be : all your boys schools without correspondent female
much less responsible and it may be presumed the p institutions are of comparatively little value. (John

progress of truth wonld be more certainly ascertain- ! White) o .
able and its achievement more permanet ? The number of tracts distributed since the

. beginning of the year is 2350. I have for the last

Dated Point Pedro June 29th, 1850 © 12 months laboured in this Department to a greater
Report from John White relative to tract 1
b

In the field of my operations embr.icing Iaddaively,

Vathiry, Thuanali and part of Alvay, villages of the

Kaddaively Parish, there is a population of 130C0.
C

extent than any former year of my Christian life.
distribution in the Parish of Kaddaively may afford

e _ R
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hvas roofed and otherwise repaired, but owing to the

temporary removal of the Missionary of Point
WPedro, we have not yet been able to occupy the
jhouse. In the course of few months, I have no
doubt we shall have a person resident there- For
ithe purposes of our school containing about

FSO boys we erected a bungalow within the walls of

th d?.“he: Wh_oje of the goed which has resulted fron¥k
¢ distribution among the people of Kaddaively offthe Church. 1 may observe that the Church is so
delapidated that it would involve a greater outlay

fe}lgi{)us tracts which are messages of glad tidingd
and silent moniters tannot be estimated from preseg B 0 restorsit than to erect a more commodious edifice
appearance. Except the North Alvay these ardB°R 2 new foundation.

: This property was ceded to our Mission by the

sent thr‘?“ghout the whole parish,
KADDAIVELY y Local Government. See letter from Govt. -quoted
“ This Parish formed 2 part of the Point Pedc under para. on Wesley Chapel, Vannarponnai.
WESLEY CHAPEL VANNARPONNAIL

Circnit. The sife now occupied as our Missio
This like the Puttur and Kaddaively Property

preilnises was the Parish Church and the ministers
residence in the days of the Dutch. There is how3¥ was ceded to our Mission by the Local Government.
Mr. Perceval writes in a letter to the Colonial

ever nothing left of the old Church but a few Ppillars
} Secretary under date July 14, 1841. At Vannar-

and a fraction of the wall. The house is now

OCC-U])Ied as a school room anda preaching plac pounai the only building consisted of an old Church
| It is roughly built of stones and chunpam apd i Vitbeutroof greatly dilapidated and comparatively
\ coverad W.ith thatch and an annuaj outlay of a (fei small in dimensions. It was restored in 1835 and
Et?:;lgtilsj will be necessary to keep the old housdl 15 now used for public worship and a school of
‘ & Iindu Mussalman youths amounting to more than
one hundred is tanght there. The premises have
been occupied since 1818 from which time to 1835

the school was taught in a bungalow.
The following appears to be the letter from the
Govl. conveying the rights of possession of the
1 ruperty at Vannarponnai, Puttar and Kaddaively.

L3

On Sundays Tractg have been regularly did
persed and in good numbers among the persof
collected for Divine Service on the Mission premised
The average distribution on these occasions is 29
The obstacles are less than encouragements. |

Mr. Perceval in 2 letter ¢ :
ment dated July 14, 184] (s)a?lse: C‘?ngz ?\EZSE:: .
entered on the forma] oceupation of Kaddaively in
1829, In~1834 a grant of £ 45 was made by thd
Comm:Ftee for repairing the house with the desig
of locating an Assistant Missionary there. The house




* December 184; before the Governor.

FAY)

Colombo Secretary’s Ofﬁé

No, 347. v« Colombo, Dec. 13, 18424

Sir,
Ihave laid your, letter No. 394 of 61

_It is not in His Excellency’s power withot
special authority to make a free grant of crown land
P.robab]y such an assurance that you will not H
disturbed as they have already been authorised
hold out to the American Mission may be satisfactor
to the Wesleyan Mission, if now it will be necessar
to refer to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. ’

The Govt, Agent,

Jaffna

1.

I have etc etc. I§
. Sgd. P. Austruthe R
A true copy of Price. !

show ffhi!.t a small piece of land was purchased bl
Fhe Mission many years ago, which is incorporated@
in the present plan of the premises:. The outlay
was trifing and limits of the piece are lost in th ‘
genel;a_tl plan. A house for a Catechist was erected |
s-eve.ra] years ago and now is occupied as such. This
Site 18 too much on the outskirts of the Circuit td
b.e eligible for extensive Missionary operation. Thd
time may come when it will be of greater local
Importance than it is now.

. These buildings are covered with thatch, thd
ttmbef of the roof not being sufficiently strong td
bear t:l.es. Of the walls of the Church are built of

kol mud.
/5 to keep, these buildings in repair.

zl

stone and chunnam, those of the Catechist are mgde

It reguires of anannual outlay of some

The division of the two stations, Jalfna, Vannar-

ponnai and Puttur and Point Pedro Kaddaively into
Circuits happened in the year 1868.
Pettah (B) Jaffna (Vannarpofnai) (C) Puttur.

(A) Jaffna

(A) Point Pedro (B Kaddaively. We name

some of the advantages of being divided into several
circuits.
The fact that these by some efficient Mission

agent be secured to these distant centres of
population,

The agents employed in these more limited
spheres would feel a definiteness of responsibility
most healthful in its influence on their action.

There is a Church or a house or a land belong-
ing to the Mission amply sufficient for the
erectoin of both Church and house on each of
these several localities.

There have been resultory operation on all
those stations. Sometines a native minister
has worked them and sometimes a catechist
though repeated prolonged and most disastrous
interruptions have occurred.

There are Christian families resident in each
of these circuits who would form the nucleus
of Christian Churches.
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6, By this means Jocal resources would be molfh
- fully brought out gnd aggression made mojgire decidedly above the average in every quality

steady and sure. It might perhaps be wise (@eeded for this office. Four promising young men

try this,plan first in the Jaffna Circuit and thi had been brought before the past Synod.
so far only as Vannarponnai is concerned. K

‘ The Supt. of the Point Pedro Circuit proposed
In 1870 Kaddaively was under the supervision g

: that Puloly be constituted the centre of a nel
the Point Ped-ro Circuit. The native minister's housleircuit to be bounded on the. West by the main
had been put in thorough repair and the old Chure

road leading to Jaffna onthe South by the road
Was converted into a School Chapel 75 feet by [geranching from the main road at the 4th mile post

feet. The Thunnalai Bo ys' School was built in 187 J© the Eastern Sea and to the East and North by

In 1872 there was 3 *¢ . . . W-he sea, This area according to the recent census

which received all loca] Eunéia-l Il::ﬁ: ﬁil:ﬁsters F uf’d contains a population of 10195 and comprehends
4 3 . .

specifically for the erection ,oE nativeasliizii? “WPuloly Fast, Katkovalam, Thumpalai, Vallipuram
. eri . N ; P

residence, scheol, house and furnitare for schooll find Valathupalal now included in the Point Pedro

A school bungalow 40 x 30 feet has been erected o
land given by the people (Vathiry). The Jand haj
been_ secured and preparation made for, at ong
erecting a school bungalow,

wely Circuit.  Vathiry was transferred from the
Point Pedro Circuit to the Kaddaively Circuit, in
Bthe yvear 1871, Kaddaively, Vathiry, Theduthanai

L S nd Thunnalai South included a poputlation of 9552
Rev. . V. Benjamin was the minister %Kin 1871. bop

Kaddaively in 1872, The Committee will noticl¥ 1873. The Native Ministers of the Point Pedro,

doubt.]esls with much pleasure the generous gift of Pultﬂy and Kaddaively Circuits interchange once in
Panai, timbers and other building materials to th

. . ) ¥ cvery 6 weeks.

ML§S]OH by the natives of Puttar, Kaddaively andlf  The Jarge Portuguese Church has been reroofed
Point Pedro.‘ These we estimate not only orfand adapted to Mission purposes at a cost of [ 45,
accounf: of their 1§1t1jinsic value but also as signs oA large School Chapel has been erected at Kara-
a growing appreciation of the benefits conferred bl veddi, A large School Bungalow has been erected
our operations. We hope that this spirit of libernlityfllat Vathiry. Asa result of the rapid extensions of
will I‘ndeﬁmtely increase. B work in Puloly and Kaddaively Circuits and the
the time= so far, we had 2 staff of 9 Ministers, thoygk springing up of a large number of schools requiring
) constant and systematic supervision in order to bs
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kept effective, most of which are several miles‘?ye_t;}_\‘he‘ seed of God sown in the young heart began

aprt, Brother de Silva requests a mode of collx,»es,_f"‘fi?'g‘fé\ﬂv in him ina wondetful mannev. Anyhow

ance.’ Fhe had to spend all his boyhood in the atmosphere
1873 Rev. ], V. Benjamin was the Kaddajvel fof the Hindu circles and was thus carried deep into
Circait Minister. y Lits influence, Fortunately he had some Christian

1874 A School Chapel to be erected at Nelli ’i‘élatmns and. friends who had not let him out of
yadito be used as a Boys’ School also. the Catec hist" r:.ggglr‘grxp entirely. They made him attend Sunday
House was repaired and another P:unga]ow to“bSE"S‘_t‘:hools and other Christian meetings .and thgrei?y
erected for girls. A Vernacular Boys School roo € caiised his desire to learn more and better of Christ
to be erected at Karaveddi West. The verandrijJL ~and His Teachings. These things had great influence
of the Native Minister’s House at Kaddaively i i .;Fju_:j“@‘{'*fth? young boy and thus ‘made him to have an
be converted into a stady. Yy I5to ifclination towards Christianity.

% “'From the village school, he was taken to the
Phint’ Pedro Mission English School (presently
"talled Hartley College) where he had to come in
Stdueh with Christian religious teachers, ministers
-anid. missionaries. This had given him the better
opportunity of associating himself with more Christ~
) Testimony given by k-ian. friends and of Jearing more of Christ. By the

One of the Ministers Kaddaively Produceq | time this little hoy had become a young man and

at his Ordination Service on 10th Feb. 1930 1 was ina position to decide matters for himself.
In the Colombe Peftah Church, After seven years of severe trial and hard struggle,

Thirty years ago.in a remote village of Point e became fully convinced of the truth and confessed
Pedro, well known then for the habitation of rowdjes | Christ before men and was baptised by the Rev.
and undesirables, there was seen a little boy of four | Lockwood at the Kaddaively Church on 27th
who was reluctantly taken to the village Christaian | Lecember 1910,

School tolearn the alphabets of the Tamil language. | That young man stands today in your midst
It was there that the boy first came to hear of Jesus | £ give his experience. It is none other than I. From
Christ and His miraculous dealings. Though a bad the time of baptism and onward, I was ever ready

place his village wasand his environments were | O bear witness and testimony to the marvellons
. |
D

Tu 1879 a land has been purchased at Thunnala;

for mixed school at the cost of £ 12, Kaddaively

1 i i '
Oaflzil (I)l‘as been given ‘and school built at a cost’

¥
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deal'ings of God with me, My experience as 1
Christitn and as a wotker in the cause of Chrij
tl;ough'not a long one, recalls many happy instanc
o' Answers to my prayers. - ' In 1921 Thad been to a convention meeting at
On looking back I find in the difficulties, 4} tPuttur. At the end of the convention meetings an
couragements, trials, and temptations through 1;srhi W.appeal was made for the workers to offer themselves
T passed I had but one means of getting my temporgl °F God’s work. “The harvest is plentious the
and spiritual needs supplied—that is by prayer. | llabourers are few, who will go?” This isa God
1 can cite 5o mapy ; i Peiven opportulllfty. Let anybody offel;’ himself or
to my prayers bt o n:;l Instances of direct answes hefself, forl th1§ great and noble work™ I heard a
L here 1 refraiy £ ds' €y are many to be relatefvoice speaking in me. “Stand up and offer your-
¥ least one of rom doing so. I feel I must relate fliself, I am always with yon”. I immediately obeyed
ast one of them. When 1 was a student in ti3Eto the inner voice, stood up and offered myself for

27

one of the teachers of the Jaffna Central College
and the Boarding Master of the Rigg Hall, from
1918 up to 1921,

E‘ Ef;f:sam(é:;;ral‘ C;I]lege' the Pastor ‘u:sed to have #the work of God and gave my testimony there. I
F Christian ot Edl: : e Rigg Hell Boarding for all thigwent home and revealed my decision to Mrs, Chinn-
1 always em has'nz ?he most important thing hikiah and asked her whether she would accompany
| raver HP tzed was Bible reading and dailj tme wherever 1go to do God's work and serve my
oy .I: yer.  He particularly asked every ome of uflfMaster. At first she was puzzled and wasa bit
. When you pray to God with all other request@ reluctant but finally she decided to go along with
‘ never fos,get to malfe this request i. e. make me thylfme wherever I go. Although I made this decision
servant. ©  Ever since I heard from the Pastor P in 1921 yet I stuck on to teaching till 1923. Sudd-

enly I fell ill in 1922 and had to be confined to bed
for some months. When I was on sick bed an
incident that happened some ten years ago came fo
- my mind, It was that while I was a student at
Point Pedro, the students in the class were asked to
write on slips of paper supplied to them “What
they would like to become after their school career?”
A friend of mine who sat by my side who is at
present a Methodist Minister directed me to write

made it a point to ask God daily * Make me thil
servant” without the slightest idea that I wouldk
ever become the servant of God, As g student af
theage of 16 Jesus caught me. As a studentI was g
Sunday schoo] teacher, a local preacher, the boardin

prefect, College Y. M. C. A Secretary, president oflk
the’ Bqarders Union and took part in all the religiond
activities of the College. Still for all I was nof
satisfied with all these things. From 1915 I waslk
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ivalking in the Hot sun, never experienced before as
B teacher, that 1 determined to run away to Jaffna
s it was a hopeless job. It took me two hours to
alk 4 miles in the burning sun. When I reached
fhome with the intention of going away for good
vithout anybody's knowledge I saw two letters that
came on that day one from Rev. H. Bullough from
Eugland and the other from the Rev., James S,
MMather from Mannar. When I read those two
etters, I found that both of them congratulated me
for the noble work I have chosen but both of them
jquoted the same verse “having the hand on the plogh
fand turning back is not fit for the Kingdom of God.”
mmediately I repented of what I determined to do.
I had so many trials, sickness death of my only
bchild, temptations and hardships, All these things
made me once again to quit His services and run
away as I thought that I was not fit to do His work.
2At every turn 1 was guided by the Spirit.: When-
ever I was discouraged by circumstances and at the
i same time timely help was given to me by God.
Now I have the greatest conviction that 1 was called
by Him to do His work- Even in trials and troubles
I have the peace of-mind. May God use me as His
instrument for the extension of His Kingdom.

¢ NIrni§ter " in the slip of paper. T wrote it withouf
the shg'htest idea thatel would ever become 3
Methoc.hst Minister. Thisg worked heavily in me a
that crital moment and made me to decide once an
for all that I should be His servant,
. Wlhen my wife’s relations heard of it, they al]
with one accord said “po you must not go, yo
can do God’s work as a teacher. ” did not Ifs;en tq
any one of them as I had great conviction in my
heart of my call to do His wotk. Immediately ]
went to the Rev. A Lockwood the then Chairmar
of the North Ceylon District and offered myself fof
tlhe Methodist Ministry. I shall never forget in m
hffa t.he first words he uttered, * Thamby don’t takdlk
th'iS JO}IJ for bread and butter” I hada long talls
with him and explained my earnest desire to do Hig
work.  Sir, nobody asked me nor advised me tg
take up this work except God. He directly spoke
to me and I have the conviction of my call for Hig
services. Tam much better off as a teacher than I
wonld be as a Minister. Fyrther I quoted the 1s
verse of the 3rd Chapter of St. James “ My brethren|
be not many masters knowing that we shall receivelk
greater condemnation. ” .
After the usual formalities and preliminaries J
was aceepted a candidate for Ministry by the 192
January District Synod and I was appointed thej
Past or of the Manchantoduvai Circuit, I bad bitted
experience there as it was my first appointment®
After a hard day’s work, when returning homel

e e
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